
 

 March 2026 

Dear Director: 

Welcome to the 2026 NESBA Winter Activities Show sponsored by the Salem Music Boosters and produced by the 
Spartans.  Please read the information contained in this packet for important details regarding the show.  Please be 
aware that the show location is a large building with a variety of driveways and limited parking lots.  The enclosed map 
will be helpful to you as you arrive at the show.  Spectator parking is available in the parking lot in front of the school 
and surrounding neighborhood, please be aware of local traffic rules.  The spectator entrance is located at the main 
entrance of the high school and will be the only entrance spectators are allowed to use.   

DATE OF CONTEST: Saturday, March 28, 2026 

SHOW SITE:  Salem High School 
  77 Wilson Street 
  Salem, MA  
 
START TIME:      11:00 AM 
 
Salem High School will open to percussion groups starting at 8:50 AM.  The school will be open for color guard 
equipment at 1:55 PM. We ask that groups arrive to unload equipment no earlier than 90 minutes prior to their warm-
up time. 
 
UNIT CHECK-IN/SHOW FEES 
Please see the attached map.    Invoice and W-9 are attached to this packet.  Please submit payment either prior to the 
show or the day of the show. 
 
All participating units must have a director or appointed person check in at unit check in, located at door 30, at the color 
guard equipment unloading area indicated on the attached map in the rear of the school.  Once drop off is complete, all 
buses must relocate to the areas indicated on the map. 
 
Changing spaces are available in the locker rooms near the gym.  Please ask your members not to bring valuable items 
into the building.  Neither the Spartans nor the Salem Public Schools are responsible for lost or stolen items.  Please be 
respectful of Salem Public Schools property. 
 
Bus Parking 
Once drop off is complete, all buses must relocate to the parking areas indicated on the map.  Buses may be reloaded in 
those areas and will not be allowed to reload at the high school building. 
 
PROPS/FLOORS/FRONT ENSEMBLES 
Please see the attached maps.   
COLOR GUARD:  Props and floors are to be unloaded around the rear of the building near unit check in at door 30. Once 
unloaded, props and floors will be brought inside and stored in designated areas. 
 
PERCUSSION:  Front ensemble and battery equipment will be unloaded at the front of the school near the warmup areas 
and main entrance.  Props and floors can be brought directly down the ramp into the performance level for storage.  
Due to the layout of the school, warmups will be on the upper level (library and auditorium) and brought down to the 
performance level via an outdoor ramp near the front entrance (See attached map) We ask that groups arrive to unload 



equipment no more than 90 minutes prior to their warm-up start time.  Members and staff may arrive at the school 
prior to the 90-minute window.  Those groups with 18-wheel trucks will utilize the outer lane of percussion unload. 
 
Color Guard and Percussion Groups:  Once unloaded, all trucks or equipment bearing vehicles should relocate to the 
parking lot located in the rear of Salem High School for reloading.  After competing, groups will wheel equipment out 
of the performance gym directly outside toward the reloading lot.  Vehicles will be allowed to remain in this area only 
until they are reloaded, at which point they need to be moved to make room for additional groups.  Once re-loaded, 
vehicles must depart the lot and park in the bus parking areas (see map). 
 
Weather 
If the weather prevents percussion equipment from being stored outside, we will do our best to move the group’s 
equipment into the hallways of the school, however due to space limits groups will only be allowed in based on their 
warm-up times. 
 
Warms Ups/Travel to Performance Gym 
Groups must warm up in designated areas at designated times.  After warm-up, groups will follow the path shown on 
the attached map.   
 
Entering/Exiting the Performance Gym 
All groups will enter the performance area from Side 2. Please see the attached map. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Any equipment with wheels (props, front ensemble equipment, electronics, etc.) must be wheeled 
ONLY on the black vinyl areas of the performance floor.  Wheels may not touch the hardwood floor of the performance 
area.   
 
COLOR GUARD:  A horizontal timing line will be used.  After performing, groups will pull forward and exit via the ramp on 
side 2 per the standard process used in this venue for color guard shows.  Due to the size of this show and to make space 
for groups still to perform, color guard groups must exit their props and equipment from the school as soon as possible 
using the standard process in this venue. 
 
PERCUSSION:    A vertical timing line will be used.  Groups will exit through Side 1 immediately outside to the load area 
through the side doors to the gym.  Groups will immediately exit all equipment and members out of the gym and ready 
area at the direction of show staff.   
 
Spectators 
Spectator parking is available in the parking lot or surrounding neighborhood.  Please be sure to be aware of local 
parking restrictions.  The spectator entrance is located at the main entrance to Salem High School near the spectator 
parking lot.  Spectators will not be allowed into the school through any other door.   
 
Tickets 
General admission:  $15 
Students:  $10 
Children 5 and younger:  free 
 
Food 
Food will be for sale in the cafeteria of the school.  Please follow the signage.  Please make your members and staff 
aware that food will not be allowed into the gymnasium. 
 
Show Contacts 
On the day of the show please see the NESBA show coordinator for any performance-related questions. 
 
 





 
 



 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 



 


